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The Lower Crane Valley

The Duke’s River Walk
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for 4km from Kneller Gardens in Twickenham 
to the River Thames in Isleworth. The river was 
constructed in the sixteenth century to supply 
water to mills in Isleworth. Today the river is 
a tranquil green corridor through urban west 
London linking the River Crane to the River 
Thames.

Links Upstream & Downstream
There is an option to loop back to the River 
Crane from Isleworth through St Margarets 
and Twickenham via the Thames Path. From 
Kneller Gardens it is possible to follow the 
River Crane upstream on a continuous linear 
path through Crane Park, Pevensey Nature 
Reserve and Donkey Wood.  There is a path 
for most of the route upstream to the source 
of the River Crane in Harrow.
Visit www.force.org.uk to download a map.

Painting on the front cover:   
View of the mills at the Calico Grounds, Isleworth    Watercolour, 1795    
© British Library
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You can also follow the walk on your mobile 
device by downloading the TiCL app and 
searching for The Duke’s River Walk.
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original map - James Kingston-Stewart
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Crane Park

The Duke’s River Walk  4.5km / 2.8 miles
River Walk loop 11.8km / 7.4 miles
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Riverside Walk

Church Street Mill Bridge
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The History of the River

The manmade channel of the Lower Duke of 

Northumberland’s River is part of a larger water 

transfer system that links the River Colne, the River 

Crane and the River Thames and was once known 

as the Isleworth Mill River. It was built in order to 

provide supplementary water to the mills along 

its length. Water is taken from the River Crane at 

the Mereway Weir, via this man made channel, to 

Isleworth, where it turns a sharp bend to meet the 
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River Thames. 

The Duke’s River was constructed in the mid-16th 

Century by John Gates, steward to the king for 

the Manor of Isleworth and the Isleworth mills. He 

made use of “80 of the best ditchers in England” to 

complete his project to bring additional water from 

the River Crane to the decayed mills in Isleworth. 

Today Modgen Sewage Works, one of the largest 

in the country, can be found on the river. The river 

"�������	 ���	 �����%	"���	 ��!���������
	 !�
��'	 ���	

forms a tranquil green corridor through urban west 

London. 

Industrial Heritage
The area has a rich industrial history linked 
closely to the river. In the area north of Worton 
Road there were two mills producing calico (a 
rough cotton sheet), one in operation until 1833. 
In St John’s Road a mill, built in the sixteenth 
century, was variously used to produce paper 
(1607 and 1671), copper (1635), Brazil dye 
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1862. The site was bought up by the expanding  
local Isleworth Brewery, which had been in 
operation on the river at least since the 18th 
Century. Old industrial structures linked to the 
mills and brewery remain visible along the river 
bank today. 

Two mills were mentioned in the Domesday Book 
of 1086, and reported as in decay and disused by 
1463. The mills were revived by the Duke’s River, 
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Mill Plat. It was demolished in 1941. The mill was 
served by barges directly from the Thames, using 
a large basin and locks, and the basin is still there 
along with other remnant structures.  The Ecology of the River

The rich variety of habitats makes the river 
attractive to a number of native species including 
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Eels are found in the river, and two eel passes 
were installed at Mill Plat and Mogden Sewage 
Works, to aid their passage over manmade 
barriers and allow them easier access upstream.  

Recent projects have improved the habitats 
along the river banks, for example by providing 
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View of the Calico Grounds, Isleworth    Watercolour, 1795    © British Library
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