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Dear Friends,

Welcome to our summer newsletter. We are
currently taking a break from our volunteer days
and the new season, starting with Twickenham
Junction Rough on October 8t is announced in
our programme below. We are also preparing
for our 2017 AGM, to be held on Wednesday 20t
September from 8pm at the Twickenham Club.

If you would like to hear what we are up to on a
more regular basis check out our web-site,
Facebook and twitter pages — links below — we
recently went past 1000 followers on Facebook
and post regular information there through the
week.

River Crane Low Flows

The low rainfall over many months this spring
and early summer resulted in little or no river flow
going into the Lower Crane over the Mereway
Road Weir and the river suffering, with stagnant
water and areas of dry river bed over several
kilometres.

Last October the Environment Agency carried
out a one day test to see if more water could be
released into the lower Crane at times such as
this and the results reported
http://www.cranevalley.org.uk/news/post/merew
ay-weir-level-test-report.html The Agency are
now proposing a 12 month test, releasing more
water into the river during low flow periods and
evaluating the effects on both the Crane and the
Duke’s River, due to start later this autumn.

Community Learning Programme

The latest programme of volunteer events,
managed by TCV and providing practical
experience of various river and land
management techniques, is well under way. A
series of river management days were
completed in July and the meadow series is
running through August and September,
including training in scything techniques and
surveys of flora and invertebrates led by experts.

The autumn and winter events, including
coppicing of riverside trees and hedge laying
and management techniques, are scheduled
and all can be seen in the programme below.

Shire horses from Operation Centaur were
employed in the Crane valley for the first time in
many years as part of this work programme.
They will be returning in November (and again in
2018) to help deliver a natural wild flower
meadow on the Willow Way site in Crane Park.

Richmond Green Gym

In 2016 we helped fund the Richmond Green
Gym, operated by TCV in Mereway Nature Park,
Meadway Orchard and along the Duke’s River.
Unfortunately this had to close last October
when the funding ran out. We are therefore
pleased to announce the re-launch of the Green
Gym on Wednesday 13t September, and
weekly thereafter, funded by Thames Water.

Planning Responses

In the last three months FORCE has submitted
responses to consultations on the Heathrow
Third Runway, and proposed new turnstiles and
access arrangements at the RFU, both of which
can be viewed on the planning pages of our web-
site. We are liaising with Thames Water
regarding their proposals for new fencing at
Mogden Sewage Works and have worked with
LB Richmond to develop their Twickenham
Village Plan proposals.

Crane Valley Partnership (CVP) brings together
over 20 organisations with an interest in the
Crane valley including five London boroughs, the
GLA, Heathrow, @ Thames Water, the
Environment Agency and FORCE.
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We are currently working with CVP and external
consultants to develop a ten year vision for the
Crane valley, which will also include proposals
for how CVP might be re-structured to better
meet future demand and opportunities.

Walks and Talks

The programme of walks and talks are proving
to be very popular, with 20 people joining the
Butterfly Walk in Mereway Nature Park led by
Jack McCrickard from TCV. Although the
weather was a bit windy for butterflies, we
spotted six species as well as several species of
dragonfly and damselfly.

A mindfulness walk around Crane Park Island,
led by Andrea Hosfeld provided a wonderful
insight into how to experience the park in a very
different way. Many left the walk with a new
fledgling skill for tackling daily stresses.

The next few walks and talks are in the
programme below and more details are available
on our web-site. All walks are free but booking
is essential. The 2018 programme is currently in
development, so if you have any suggestions for
walks and walk leaders to explore an aspect of
the Crane valley, please let us know.

Crane Park Usage Survey, July 2017

This July, with the help of volunteer members,
we completed our fifth year of usage surveys,
monitoring every summer and winter at
Dragonfly Terrace and Meadway. We counted
our second highest ever number of visitors —
over 2000 in total over the day — with more
people continuing their visit through Crane Park
and into Kneller Gardens than ever before.
Numbers of women, children and toddlers were
also at near record levels, indicating that people
view these parts of the lower Crane as safe for
all to use.

These data are extremely valuable to show the
importance of these open spaces, and to
compare with other parts of the Crane which are
much less well used, illustrating their potential
with further attention and investment.

Volunteers Needed

FORCE is run entirely by volunteers and we are
always on the lookout for members and others
who might like to become more involved. If you
are interested please get in touch or come along
to one of our volunteer days or other events. We
currently have a specific need for a book keeper
and a data analyst, though support in all
activities and project work would be welcome.

AGM

Our fourteenth Annual General Meeting will be
held from 8pm on Wednesday 20" September at
the Twickenham Club. All members are
welcome. Following formal business there will be
a talk by Katie Cox about the history of Hounslow
Heath. We look forward to seeing you there.

Regards,

( P C/\%\\j -
Rob Gray,
Chair of FORCE
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Volunteer Days and Activity Programme

Date Event and Location Activities

Walk and talks events are free but registration is essential. To register go the events page on the FORCE
website http://www.force.org.uk/calendar/view and follow the links. More information will be provided
following registration
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